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that we can do nothing, and pained by having vexed us, becomes
•afterwards supple and flexible, so that then is the time at
which we can do all we wish."
This is, in. truth, how the King conducted Mniself with Ms
ministers, always completely governed by them, even by the
youngest and most mediocre, even by the least accredited and
the least respected—yet always on his guard against being
governed, and always persuaded that he succeeded fully in
avoiding it.
He adopted the same conduct towards Madame de Mainte-
non, whom at times he scolded terribly, and applauded himself
for so doing. Sometimes she threw herself on her knees before
him, and for several days was really upon thorns. When she
had appointed Fagon physician of the King in place of Daquin,
tv horn she dismissed, she had a doctor upon whom she could
certainly rely, and she played the sick woman accordingly,
after those scenes with the King, and in this manner turned
them to her own advantage.
It was not that this artifice had any power in constraining
the King, or that a real illness would have had any. He was
a man solely personal, and \vho counted others only as they
stood in relation to himself. His hard-heartedness, therefore,
was extreme. At the time when he was most inclined towards
his mistresses, whatever indisposition they might labour under,
even the most opposed to travelling and to appearing in full
court dress, could not save them from either. When enceinte,
or ill, or just risen from childbirth, they must needs be squeezed
into full dress, go to Flanders or further, dance, sit up, attend
f£tes, eat, be merry and good company; go from place to place;
•appear neither to fear, nor to be inconvenienced by heat, cold,
wind, or dust; and all this precisely to the hour and day,
without a minute's grace.
Eis daughters he treated in the same manner. It has been
seen, in its place, that he had no more consideration for
Madame la Duchesse de Berry, nor even for Madame laDuchesse
•de Bourgogne—whatever Fagon, Madame de Maintenon, and
•others might do or say. Yet he loved Madame la Duchesse de

